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| Th Rig hteous ſhall be had m over afting 
remembrance. 


TR. Fohn Funyan was born at Elſton, 
in the county of Bedford, within a 
little mile of that town; of honeſt, but very 
Poor parents: His original being ſo mean 
that I know not in whom the words of the 
great Apoſtle to the Gentiles, in his firſt 
E piſtle to the Corinthians, were more fully 
_ exemplified than in Mr. John Bunyan. 
The words are theſe: For you ſee your cab 
ling, brethrca, how that not many wi/e men 
after the fleſh, not many mighty, nat many. 
noble, are called; but God hath choſen the 


" N ooliſh things of the world to confound the wiſe; 


and God hath choſin the weak things of the. 
world to confound the things that are mighty: * 
And baſe things of the world, and things. 
which are de/; Sad, hath God choſen: I hat 
no Al might gd in his P 6 ne 2 s 
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this he himſelf was ready upon all occa- 
ions to own, that God might have the 


original and birth was but poor and de- 
piſed, yet it pleaſed God to chute him 
before many others to be an inſtrument 
for the bringing of many ſouls unto God: 
And that the grace of God that was given 
him may be the more exccedingly mag- 
nified, we will give {ome brief account of 
what he was before the grace of God : up 
peared to him 

I nave already told yon, that his pa- 
rents were very mean, but that they took 
care to give him that Icarning whichwwas 
faitable 1 to their condition, bri inging him 
up to read and write; but fo great was his 
natural depravity, and his pr oneneſs to all 
evil, that he quickly forgot both, being 


only wiſe to do evil; but to do or learn 
that which was good, or praiſe-worthy, 


he had no heart or knowledge; addicting 


"himſelf fo much, in his very childhood, 
to curſing, wearing, lying, and blafphe- 


ming, that he had few equals in wicked- 


neſs; inlomuch that ] remember I have 
heard him ſay, with grief of heart, He was 


4 Town fwearer, that is to lay, one that 
was taken notice of, as moſt notoriouſly 
wicked, 


— 


glory of his own grace: For though his 


tans 
— — ———— # 


wicked, by all the town where he lived 


And thele fears were frequent with him, 


And ſometimes in that condition, deſpair 


ſuppoſing chat the devils were only tor- 


ed themſelves. And yet, when theſe 
thoughts had left him, he followed his ſin- 
Ws pleaſures with all the eagerneſs imagi- 


deſpairing thoughts. So that the whole 
courſe of his life, from his childhood till 
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Yet was not his conſcience feared, but 
would often give him {ſuch twinges as made 
him very uneaſy: being alſo often affr ight⸗ 
ed with dreams, and terrified with viſio 
in the night; fearing Je{t for the fins he 
had committed in the day, he ſhould be 
taken away by devils in the night, and by 
them be bound down with the chains of 
darkneſs to the judgment of the great day. 


when he had hardly reached to the age of 
ten years. And theſe thoughts did not 
only attack him in the night-ſeafon, but 
fometimes allo in the midſt of his childiſh 
vanities, among his vain companions : 


had taken ſo much hold on him, that he 
has wiſhed, that either there had been no 
hell, or that himſelf had been a devil; 


mentors of others, but were not. torment- 


nable; as if he had never had thoſe diſinal 


his marriage, was what the Apoſtle de- 
B22 :1cribes 


>... Y 
4 


rin? E o r 
Eribes! in Epheſi. ans il. 2, 3. According 10 
he courſe of this world, and the ſpirit that 
wow worketh in the children of di ho lence, 
Peing filled with all unrighteouſneſs, and led 
aptive by the devil at his will: And as he 
Fmt expreſſes it, The very ringleader 
bf all the youth that kept him company, 
an all manner of vice and ungodlineſs. 
ö Bur notwithſtanding all this wicked 
meſs of his, God did not utterly leave him, 
but followed him ſometimes with convic- 
tions, and ſometimes with judgments, but 
yet ſuch as had in them a mixture of mer- 
2 At one time he fell into a creek of the 
ſea, and then hardly eſcaped drowning; 
and at another time he fell out of a boat 
into Bedford river; but there he alſo eſca- 


| ped though with great difficulty: But, 5 ; 


alas! it was neither mercy nor judgment 
that could yet awaken him, for he had 
given himſelf up to the love of ſin, and 
was fully reſolved to go on, whatever rubs 
he met with in his way. ü 
YET God left not himſelf without a wit- 
neſs 1 in his ſoul, often checking him in one 
way or another; as one day being at Sly 
with his companions, a voice ſuddenly 
darted from heaven into his ſoul, ſaying, 
| , bn leave 25 ſms, and go to Heaven; 
| ' AS 


ſinner, and that it was now too late for 


or have thy {ins and go to Hell? This put 
him into ſuch a conſternation, that he 
immediately left his ſport, and looking 
up to heaven, thought he ſaw the Lord 
Jeſus looking down upon him, as one hot- 
ly diſpleaſed wich him, and threatening 
hin with ſome grievous pumthment for 
his ungodly practices. 

Bur ſee the works of Satan! No ſooner 
had this made ſome impreſſion upon his 
mind, but the devil ſuggeſted to him, 
That he had been a great and grievous 
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him to look after heaven, for Chriſt would 
not forgive him, nor pardon his tranſgreſ- 
ſions. And this is no other than the devil's 
_ uſual practice; firſt to draw ſinners to com- 
mit all iniquity with greedineſs, and then 
to perſuade them there is no hope of mer- 
cy left; that thereby the ſinner may be 
prevailed with to go on in fin. And this 
was the effect that this ſuggeſtion had on 
Mr. Bunyan; who looking upon himſelf as 
one that had ſinned beyond the reach of 
mercy, thought within himſelf, that he 
would take his fill of ſin, it being the only 
pleaſure he was ever like to have. And 
yet theſe pleaſures of fin, through the 
wonderful operations of the Holy Spirit 
3 were 


_— i T H * L 1 Et 0 7 


were 0 often imbittered to him, that lie 
could take but little ſatisfaction in them. 
For, The labour of the natural man, or man 
before conver ſion, doth but weary him; becauſe 
he knoweth not the way to the city of God. 
Hecleſ. x. 15. 

Ox ck, as he was going on in che full ca- 
reer of ſin, and belching out oaths like the 
madman that Solomon ſpeaks of, who ſcat- 
ters abroad firebrands, arrows, and death, 
he was reproved leverely by a woman who 
was a notorious ſinner herſelf; who told 
him, That he was the uglieſt fellow tor 
ſwearing, that ever ſhe heard in all her life; 
and that by his doing thus, he was able to 
ſpoil all the youth in the town, if they 
came into his company. This reproot, 
coming from ſuch a woman, whom he 
Knew to be very wicked and ungodly, fil- 
led him with great ſhame; and wrought 
more with him, than many that had been 
given him before by thoſe that were godly: 
And made him wiſh that he had never 
known what it was to be a ſwearer, and 
even made him nut of love with it; and 
from that time forward very much to re- 
frain from it. This puts me in mind of a 
ſtory I have read in the Life of holy Mr. 
Terlius, who in his young years was as 


great 


1 


* 
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great a debauchee, as any in the univerſity 
of Cambridge, where he was brought up. 
He coming one time through the out-parts 
of the town, heard a woman lay to her 
child that was froward and peeviſh, Either 
hold your tongue or Twill groe you to drunken 
Perkins yonger. Theſe words were lo great 
a reproot to him, finding himſelf made a 
common bye-word among people, that it 
made him reſolve upon a reformation; 
and this, by God's gracious and all-diſ- 
penſing providence was one great ſtep to- 
wards his converfion. . = 
Bor to return to Mr. Bunyan: God ha- 
ving a deſign of grace towards him, gave 
him frequent checks and interruptions int ; 
the midſt of his ſtrongeſt reſolutions to go 
on in his fin; ſometimes ſcaring him with 
dreams, and terrifying him with viſions in 
an extraordinary manner; verifying that 
of Elihato Job, in the xxxilid chapter of 
that book, and the 14th verſe, and for- 
ward: For God ſpeaketh once, yea, twice, 
yet man perceiueth it not: In a aream. in a 
i wiſen of the night, when deep fletp falleth 
fon men, in ſumberings fon the bed: Ihen 
He openeth the ears of men, and ſealeth their 
 inſtruttion: That he may withdraw man from 
His purpoſe, and keep back his ſoul from the” 
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pit, and his life from periſhing. For once 
he dreamed, that he ſaw the face of the 


| heavens, as it were all on fire, and the fir- 


mament cracking and ſhivering with the 


noiſe of mighty thunders, and that an 


archangel flew in the midſt of heaven, 


| ſounding a trumpet, and a throne of glory 


was ſeated | in the Eaſt, whereon fat a per- 
{ ſon in brightneſs like the morning-ſtar. 


Upon which Mr. Bunyan thinking in his 


dream that it was the end of the world, 


fell upon his knees, and with u plifted 5 
hands towards heaven, cried out, 0 Lord 
Cod, have mercy upon me! I hat (ball I do? 
|. The day of judgment is come, and I am not 


| prepared! And then immediately he heard 
a voice behind him, ſaying, Repent. And 


upon this he awaked, and found it was but 


a dream; but ſurely it was a very awful 
dream, 5 80 a memento ſent from heaven; 


and it had an effect accordingly; for upon 


this he grew more ſerious, and it remained 


in his mind a conſiderable time. This 


| was a part of God's dealing with him, to 
withdraw him from his purpole of ſinning; 
and to keep back his foul from the pit of 
| deſtruction. 

Arx another time he dreamed. That he 
was in a pleaſant place, living in riot and 
| luxury, | 


© 


OS 5» s e. 2 


= EO OD £2 =. 


W 


J OWN *BUNY ANT it 


luxury, banqueting and feaſting his ſenſes: | 
where, on a ſudden, even in a moment, 
a mighty earthquake rent the earth in ſun- 


der, and out of the wide and dreadful 
gap came bloody and amazing flames, and 


in thoſe flames the figures of men tofled 


up in globes of fire, and falling down 


MW * 
5 = Kot Le 8 p 
** he * a", * 


again with horrid ſhricks and cries, and 
| execrations; whilſt ſome devils that were 
} mingled with them, laughed aloud at their 
+ torments. And whilit he ſtood trembling 
at this affrighted viſion, he thought the 
earth ſhook under him, and a circle of 
flame incloſed him: but when he thought 
2 himfclt juſſ at the point of periſhing, one 
in white ſhining raiment deſcended,” and 
: plucked him out of that dreadful place. 
Z whilſt the devils cried after him, to leave 
him with them, that he might receive the 
| juſt puniſhment his ſins had deſerved; yet 


he eſcaped the danger. He was extremely | 
affrighted with this dream, and not a lit- 


7 tle glad he found it to be but a dream, 
though indeed it was a great deal more, 


tor it was the ſecret working of the Al- 


mighty upon his tpirit, to draw him from 


his ſins, altho' he was ignorant of Chriſt, 


and ſo wedded unto ſpor t and play that he 
could not leave it. 


Tn 


— 


<a 44 


1 ˙ oy I GO TEE bs > ner — ua Rod CRETE” A PEI «he, 


— 


1 I; * * 
— IT EF - \ 
- 


> —— 


* 


12 THE LIFE OT 


Bur in a little time after, he fell into 
the company of a poor man, that made 
profeſſion of religion, whoſe diſcourſe of 
religion, and of the ſcriptures, ſo affected 


| Mr. Hunyan, that he betook himſelf to 


reading the Bible, eſpecially the hiſto- 
rical part thereof; but was yet ignorant 
both of the corruption and depravity of |! 


his nature, and, by a neceſlary 


conſe- 


quence, of the want and worth of Jeſus 


{ Chriſt to ſave him. TT 5 i 
How this produced outward re- 
formation both in his words and life; and 
he now was fallen into a kind of legal re- 


ligion, working for life, and making up a ' 


- righteouſneſs for himſelt thereby; j 
While he thought he kept the Command- 
ments he had comfort; but when 


ſo that 1 | 


at ſome 


times he broke any of them, his conſcience 


was full of guilt and trouble: but then 


upon his ſorrow and repentance he healed } 


himſelf again, and thought thereby he had 
made God amends, and all was well. 
Ap thus he continued for ſome time, 
very near a year; his neighbours 
time taking him for a very good man, and 


all that 


wondering at his reformation. Though 
indeed all that time he was as far from the] 


Way of Life as when he was the m 


oft pro- 
phane; 


addicted to ringing, and for all his refor- 
he thought the practice thereof to be but 


tlierefore would not ring. But then he 


of the bells might fall and kill him, and 
then he durſt no longer go into the ſteeple, 
but would ſtand at "thee - door; and even - 


ſhould fall upon him. This both ſhewed 
continual conviction, and that yet the love 
of pleaſures ſtill remained, and his corrupt 


allo another thing in which he much de- 
lighted, and he found it a hard thing to re- 


Joun BUNYAN. Co 


phane; though, as he himſelf expreſſes it, 
his change of life and manners was as re- 
marksble, as for Tom of Bealam to become 


à ſober man. 


AND now thoſe that ſpoke ill ot him bus | 
fore, began to praiſe and commend him, 
both to his ſace, and behind his back ; 
which, notwithſtanding his refer matte 
puffed him up with pride, and filled him 
with hypocrity. He had been mightily 


mation, was very unwilling to leave it: 
but his conſcience beginning to be tender, 


vain, and ſo forced himſelf to leave it, yet 
could not forbear hankering after it, and 


was ſurpriſed with fears, that poſſibly one 
there he was afraid leſt the ſteeple itſelf 


affections were unmortified. Dancing was 


C2 linquiſh 
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 linquiſh that allo; and it was near a year's 
time before he could leave it off. 


Bur, alas! this was but the lopping off 


e branches of fin, whilſt the root of un- 
regeneracy remained: This was but buil- 


ding upon the old foundation, which muſt 
all be overturned, where God intends to 


carry on his work in truth. But it pleaſed 
God, in his wonderful wiſdom and good- 


neſs, to let him paſs through theſe things, 


that he might the better know how to di- 


rect thoſe poor wandering fouls that would 
be afterwards in ſuch a ſtate, which in it- 


ſelf is very dangerous: For no ſort of ſinners 


are in a more deſperate condition than thoſe 
that are pure in their own eyes, and yet are 


not cleanſed from their filt hineſs. Proverbs, 
chap. XXX. ver, 12. 


Nor long after, the providence of God 


0 ordered it, that Mr. Bunyan went to 


Bedford to work upon his calling,” and 


happened there to hear three or four poor 
women who were ſitting in the ſun, dif- 

courſing together about the things of God, 
winch cauſed him to draw near to e 
for he was by this time himſelf become a 


miglity talker of religion: but when he 


I had heard them awhile, he himſelf confel- 
fed, he heard indeed, but he underſtood 


nat... 


they ſeemed to him as if they had found a 
new world; as if they were people that 
dwelt alone, and were not to be reckoned 
among their neigbours. 88 


that he began to feel ſome unuſual agita- 


not, for they ſpoke of things above his 
reach; diſcourſing of the new birth, and 


in particular, and told each other by 
which they had been afflicted, and how 


6h 
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the work of God on their hearts, and how 
they were convinced of their miſerable 


ſtate by nature: They talked, how God 


had viſited their fouls with his love in the 
Lord Jetus, and with what words and pro- 
miles they had been refreſhed, comforted, 

and fupported againſt the temptations of 
the devil: they alſo reaſoned of the ſug- 
geſtions and temptations of the evil- one 


they were borne up under his affaults.— 
He heard them likewiſe diſcourſe of the 
wretchednefs of their own hearts, and of 
their unbehet; and of contemning and 
abhorring their own righteoulneſs, as fi 
thy, and inſufficient to do them any good. 
And all this appeared to him to be ſpoken 
with ſuch an air of joy, and pleaſantneſs 
of ſcripture-language, and with ſuch an 
appearance of grace in all they ſaid, that 


IT was upon this diſcourſe of theirs, 


* 


tions 
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tions in his own heart, and to be conſcious 
ta himſelf, that his own condition was not 
ſo good as he had thought it to be; be- 
cauſe in all his thoughts about religion and 
ſalvation, the new birth never entered i into 
his mind; but he ſound it was a thing he 
was wholly a ſtranger to, and unacquaint- 
ed with: nor did he know the comfort of 
a word or promiſe, nor the deceitfulncſs 
and treachery of his own wicked heart: 
and as for ſecret thoughts, he had never | 
taken any notice of them; nor did he at 
all underſtand what Satan's temptations * 
were, or how they were to be withſtood 
or reliſted. ii 
Bor. however, this diſcourſe of theſe 
good women mightily affected him, and 
made him very deſirous to hear further of 
theſe things: and therefore he made it his 
buſineſs to be going often into the com- 
pany of thoſe people, for God had touched 
| pa heart by their diſcourſe, and he could 
not ſtay away. And fo intent was his. 
mind upon the knowledge of theſe things | 
that his heart was like the horſe-leech at 
the vein, and ſtill cried out, Give, give. 
Prov. xxx. 15. And now nothing but the 
revelation of the myſlery of faith in his 
own heart could ſatisfy him; for his whole 
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ſoul was then ſo fixed on eternity, and the 


things of the kingdom of God, ſo far as 
he knew, that neither pleaſures nor profits, 


perſuaſions nor threats, could make him 
let. go his hold: inaſmuch that I have 
heard him ſay, That it would have been as 


difficult at that time to have taken his 
mind from heaven to earth, as he found 


it often ſince to get it from earth to hear 
pen. 


BU r r FRI grace had Sw thus 


kindled in his heart, -the devil ſtrove hard 


by divers winds of temptations, to blow 
it out again: cauſing himſelf to make ſe- 
vera] objeftions againſt himſelf; as, That 


he was caſt away, and one that had no Faith, 


and neu r could have any, becauſe he was 
not elected 


Ox x thing alſo that was a great an 
bling block to him was, That the de vil 


was let looſe at this time in a fort ot peo- 


ple called Ranters; and indeed they de- 


to thoſe filthy uncleanneſſes which ought? 
not to be named amongſt chriſtians; not- 
withſtanding which, they wrote ſeveral 
books that were highly in efteem among; 
the old profeſſors. And among thoſe that 
 beeame Kanters was that poor man before 


2 
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fpoken of, who had been all along Mr. 


Bunyan s intimate companion; this man 
turned one of the worſt and vileſt of theſe 
people, living in all manner of filthineſs; 
denying there was either God, angel, or 
I! fpirit, and laughing at all exhortations to 
ſobriety; and when Mr. Bunyan rebuked 
him rt it, he would laugh the more, and 
pretend that he had gone through all reli- 
gions, and could never alight on the right 
till chen; perſuading him to be of the ſame 
opinion Wich him, and a companion of 
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an inſtrument for carrying on the pur- 


| fo great an averſion to, and loathing of 
| thoſ: wicked principles, that he quite left 
K company, and became a greater ſtran- 


a tamiliar to him before. But becauſe ſe- 


| Lid) ſeemed to approve of their books, 
| Mr. Bunyan ventured to read ſome of 


| himſelf to God, in the following words: 


10 
* 1 — error: Lord, leave me not to 


[ his wickedneſs. But God deſigned to 
make him a choſen veſlel of honour, and 


| * of his own glory, begat in his heart | 
ger to him afterwards, than he had been 
W veral old profeſſors (as has been already 


chem; but not being able (as he ſaid) to g 
make a judgment of them, he addreſſed 


Lord, I am a fool, and not able to know 


my 


a 1 — W 
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my own blindneſs, either to afprove or - 


con demu this doctrine : If it be of Cod let 
mne not deſpiſe it; if it he f the devil, let 


me not embrace it Lord 1 lay my eu 3 


in this matter only at thy foot; Ju me not 
be aeceived, I bumbly beſcech thee. I 
could nor forbear inlerting this paſſage 
(which I tranſcribed out of his book 
called Grace aboundirg) becaule it ſhews' 
at once both the great ſincerity, and 
tendernels, and deep humility, of this 
holy man, and of what an excellent 
ſpirit he was. —But theſe people's er- 


rors, and much more their wicked 


practices, endeared God's word to him 
exceedingly ; ſo that he now began to 
look upon the Bible with new eyes, as 
it were, and to read ſo as he never read 

before: at firſt he only took pleaſure in 


readling the hiſtorical part; but now the 


Epiſtles of Pau: were tweet and plea- 
fant to him. Yea, ſo mnch ſweetneſs 
did he find therein, that he was ſcarce- 


ly ever abſent (when he had an oppor- 

tunity ) from reading of it, or medita- 
ting on it, {till crying out to God, 
That he might know the truth, and 1 


Bur 


way to ca and glory. 
D 
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Bur he was 2 long time troubled 
midi very lore temptations, as J ſaid 
before; and three things there were 
that the tempter made uſe of to try 
bim: One great Thing was the queſ- 
tioning of his faith, having frequently 
ſuch thoughts as theſe injected into his 
-mind: How if you want Faith2 And 
How can you tell that you have Faith ? 
This put him into great perplexities: 
He eee not that he had it; and, yet, 
without it, he ſaw that he was like to 
periſh for ever. So that tho? at firſt he | 
was willing to overlook it, yet conſi- 
dering of how great moment it was to 
him to be ſatisfied therein, he was wil- 
ling to put himſelf upon the trial, whe- 
ther he had faith or not. But while he 
was conſidering how he ſhould make a 
ſatisfactory trial of this matter, the 
tempter ſought again to take advantage 
upon him, coming in with this delu- | 
ſion, That there was no way for him 
to try whether he had faith, but by try- 
ing to work ſome miracle: Nor wanted 
he ſcripture to back it; for as he per- 
verted the Scriptures when he tempted 

our blefled Lord, 10 did he alſo the 
words 
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words of our bleſſed Saviour/in tempting? | 
| this his Servant; urging, Mat. xvii. 20. F 
| | 98 have Faith as a grain ; of nuſtard-ſe:d, 36 
all ſay unto this mountain remove hence to 


yonder place, and it ſhal! remove, and no:hing 
(hall be impoſſible unto you. The temptation 


7 proceeded ſo far, that one day Mr. Bunyar | 
being between Elſtow and Bedford (tlie 
E temptation being then hot upon him, to 
; try his faith by doing ſome miracle)-he 


Was about to ſay to ſome puddles that were 
„then in the horſe-path, Be dry/ and as he 
> | wasgoing to ſpeak, this thought came into 
his mind, Pray firſt: that God would make 
- * youable; and when he was about to pray, 
he had tome ſecret impulle that prevailed 
Vith him not to put his faith upon that 
trial; and to he continued for ſome time 
at a great loſs, not knowing whe: ther he 
had faith or „ einm 
ANOTHER. temptation Re which he 
was aflaulted was, Whether or no he was 
elected: And this temptation was ſtrength- . 
ened with this ſcripture, It zs wy him © 
that willeth, nor of him that runneth 28 ' 
| God that ſneweth mercy. Rom. ix. 167 Hy 3 
by this ſcripture he evidently AW. Þ Har 
unleſs God had choſen him to be a vel l 
e | of grace, that all he could do would be in- 
62755 1 eren 
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effectual, for the obtaining of ſalvation ; 
and therefore this was continually in his 
mind, How tan you tell that you ave elected? 
Aud what if you ſtould not? And thei queſ- 
W trons ſeemed fo hard, and to be of ſuch 
weight that he knew no. how to anſwer. 


them. But there is nothing too hard for 


Divine Grace to overcome: for, one day, 
W juſt as his hope was giving up the ghoſt, 


and that he was at the utmoſt point of de- 
ſpair, the following ſentence was darted 


into his ſou], as if it had been immediately 
W from heaven, and fell with great weight 
upon his ſpirit, Look at the generations of 
old, and ſee, did ever any truſt in God, and 


was confound.d ? This gave him mighty 


encourage ment in that caſe, and was thus 


expounded to him: Begin at tha b:ginning 
of Geneſis, and read to the end of the Reve- 


lations, end ſee if you can find there was any | 


that ever truſted in God and was confounded. 
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1. a\ſecret thing. 


And if ine that truſted in God ever miſcar | 
rid, then your Duty is to truſt in God, aud 


* 4 


not to concern yourſelf about election, which 


ANOTHER temptation that violently aſ- 
5 © ©. * 0 45 
faulted him was, How if the day of grace 

: ſhould be paſt and gone? And to aggra- 


vate this, the tempter ſuggeſted unto him, 
4 —— that 


w 
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| that the good people in Bedford, before 
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named, being converted already, they 
were all that God would fave in thoſe 
parts, and therefore he was come too late, 


* for they had got the blefling before him. 


This was a very cutting thing to him, for 


he verily thought it might be ſo: And 
thoſe thoughts made him wander up and 


down in the bitterneſs of his ſpirit, be- 
moaning his fad condition, and criing 


| out, O that I had turred ſooner! O how I * 
 havetrificd away my time, till heaven aud 


my ſoul are /oft, But after he had paſſed 
many days in this diſconſolate ſtate, it 
pleaſed the father of mercics to ſhine upon 
his ſoul, by that bleſſed word, Late xiv. 


23. 24 Compel them to come in that my houſe | 


may be filled And yet there is ruom. The 
laſt words gave him abundant conſulation, 1 
and were a full anſwer to Satan's ſugge- 


tions, that the day of grace was paſt. 


Bur this holy man had been a great 


inner, which he always aggravated againſt 


. = O * 
himſelf on all occaſions; reckoning up, 
like Paul, his own vileneſs before his con- 
verſion: I was mad againſt the ſaints, ſays 


that bleſſed apoſtle, in one place; and in 


another, I perſecuted the Church of Gd. 


So in the like manner our worthy Mr. 


 £unyan | 


n LATE UP! 
Bunyan cries out of himſelf, 1 was a toun- 
Efinner ; I was the vileſt in the country, a je- 


ruſalem ſinner; murdering tho bon of God a- 
freſh, ana putting him to open ſhame. This 
made him undergo many of the buffettings: 
| of Satan, and the hidings of God's coun- 
tenance for months and years together, 
till mourning as a dove, and chattering 
as a crow. Aud yet in this alſo behold tlie 

| wiſdom and goodneſs of God: for by theſe 
things men live, and 1n all. theſe things 
was the life of his ſpirit. God wondertully 
fitted him by all theſe temptations to be a 
ſupport to many others, who laboured uns 

| der theſe or other temptations. For, by 
this means he was one that knew how-to 
peak a word in fealon to the weary and 
| fainting 1toul, adminiſtring to others thoſe 
comforts wherewith he himſelf had bon. Fo 
| comforted of God. 

| Hes was mightily buffeted by the enemy 
of fouls about effectual calling; for that 
being one of the links of that golden chain 
of falvation, mentioned by the apoſtle, in 
Nom. ix. if that be left out the whole chain 
Was broken: This made him pant and cry, 
wich all the longing of an enamoured ſoul, 
to Cliniſt, to call lien: for then he ſaw ſuch 

a beauty in a converted and called ſtate, 
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5 that he could not be contented without i it; 
and. have heard him affirm, that had he 
had the whole world, yea, ten thouſand 
worlds, they had all gone, could he have 


purchaſed the bleſſing of a called and con- 
verted ſtate with them; for ſuch were the 
only lovely perſons in his eyes. But that 


word of Chriſt, Mark iii. 13. ſtood like a 
brazen wall againſt him, to ſhut him out 
from all the hopes of happineſs: his words 


were theſe: He (Chrit) went up into a 


mountain, aud cal ed to him whim he would. 1 


This word made him faint and fear, and 
yet it kindled a fire in his foul. That 


which made him fear was, left Chriſt |} 


ſhould- have no liking to him, for HE 


'CALLED WHOM HE WOULD. And 
God was pleaſed to let lim lie many months 0 
in that condition; and then he gave him 
comfort by that word in Joel, ch. iii. 21. 


I wi'l cleanſe their blood that I have nt 
cleanſed. Encouraging him thercby ſtill to | 
wait upon God; and tho he was not alrea» 


dy, yet he might ſtill be called. 


ABOUT his time he began to 3 his 


condition known to choſe poor people, 


whole diſc ourſe had been the firſt occaſion 


of his real converſion. When they had 


hear d dun they told Mr. G Giford, Who 


. f . 8 Was , 4 
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was the wary paſtor of that church, who 


| was himſelf willing to be well perſuaded 


of him; and he invited him to his own 


| houſe, where he heard him converſe with 
| others about the dealings of God with their 
LF fouls; from which he ſtill received further 
convictions, and ſaw more of the deceit- 
fulneſs of his own heart. 

 ArTFx& this, a very great ſtorm of 
temptation fell upon him, whereof he had 
ſome warning before, from that ſcripture 


following of hin, Simon Simon. u hben thon 


art converted ſtrengthen thy brethren; altho? 
then he underſtood not the meaning of it, 


This temptation was a flood of blaſphc- 
mous thoughts poured in upon him, inaſ- 
much that he queſtioned the very being of 
God, and of his beloved Son, doubting 
whether there was at all a God or Chriſt, . 
and whether the holy ſcriptures were not 
rather cunningly-deviſed tables, than the 8 


pure word of God. 

Trx Tempter alſo aſſaulted him with 
this, How can you tell but the Turks may 
have as good a ſcripture to prove their 


F Mahimet the Saviour, as we have to prove 
| that our Feſus is? With many ſich like 


Waſphemous fl ſug geſtions. 


J nN BU N Tra nͤ 
Viewns this ſore affliction and deſertion 
he went a great while: but when God's 
time to comfort him was come, he heard 
one preach a ſermon on Canticles, iv. 1. 


Behold thou art fair, my love, behold thou ait 
fair. But at that time the miniſter made 


theſe two words, My love, the ſubject of 
his ſermon: from which, after he Js" a lit= ] 
tle opened the text, he obſerved theſe ſe- 


veral concluſions: 
1. That the church, 5 ſo every nad 
foul, is Chriſt's love, when lovelels. 
2. Chriſt's love without a cauſe. 
3. Chriſt's love when hated of the world. 
. Chri{t's love w hen under te mptation 


and deſertion. 


Chriſt's love, from firſt to laſt. 

"Ta E ſermon, tho? very excellent, was 
nothing to him: but that which molt at- 
fected him was the application of the ath - 
particular, which was, IL it be to, that the 
ſaved foul is Chriſt's love, when under de- 
ſertion, then, poor tempted ſoul, when 


thou arc aſſaulted and afflicted with temp- 


tations, and the hidings of God's face, yet 
ltill think on theſe two words, My Lowes 


And, as he was going home, thele words 


came lato his. thoughts again, inſomuch 
that he faid in his heart, N lat mall I ges 


E by. 
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by thinking on theſe werds? And this 
thought had no ſooner paſt but theſe words 
began to kindle on.his ſpirit, Thou art my 
love, Thou art my love, and full as they ran 
in his mind they grew ſtronger and warm: 
er, and began a little to re vive him: but 
being (till pere hope and fear, he ſaid 
in his heart, Put 7s it true? But is it true? 
| Tepeating thoſe words many times. On 
which that ſentence darted into his mind, 
He wiſt not that it was true that was done 
unto him of the argel, Acts chap. xii. ver. 6, I 
| And then ho began to give place to the 
word which made this: joyful found withia 
his ſou]: Thou art my love, thou art my love, 
andnothing ſhall ſeparate thee from my love. 
May more were his temptations at 
ſundrx times, and on divers occaſions, 
| bit God delivered him out of them all, and 
at. laſt ſet his feet in a large place, filling 
his ſoul with joy and gladneſs. He 
In the year 1655 he was baptized, and 
admitted a member of the Church at Bea- 
ford; and having had experience of the 
grace of God that was in him, and how | 
eminently God had fitted him for the work 
of the miniſtry, he was earneſtly deſired 
| by the congregation to communicate to 
3 them thole e ſpiritual Zifts, with which = a 
. ad 
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. did, and by their perſuaſions exerciſcd his 
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nad bleſſed him. He at firſt very modeſtly 
excuſed himſelf out of a ſenſe of his ] 
weal neſs and ability, but being further 
preſſed unto it by them, he conſented: | 
and tho? his baſhfulneſs did at firſt decline 
aA public aſſembly, and diſpenſed his 818 f 
only in private amongſt friends, y et it was | 
with fo much lite and power, and iv ex-* 
_ ceedingly to their edification, that they 
could not but give thanks to the father of | 
mercies for the great grace he had beſtow- 1 
ed upon him. 4 
Ar r ER this, when ſome of the congre- 
gation were ſent forth into the country to 
teach, they deſired Mr. Zunyan to go 
along with them, which accordingly he 


gift (but ſtil] privately) among the good 
people where he came: which they alſo 
received with rejoicing, at the mercy of 
Go ſhewed toward him, kg the ir 
ſouls very greatly edified thereby. 1 
Soms time after which, he was, by fo. 4 
lemn prayer to the Lord, and faſting, more 
particularly called forth, and ſet apart ſor 
the more public preaching of the word of 
God; which he entered upon with great 
fear and trembling, and with a deep lenſe | 
olf his own unworthineſs: And God was 
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; Neaſed to bleſs and proſper the d of 
his hand, fo that many fouls were every 
vyhere brought to lay hold upon the Lord 
Jeſus, by believing, anc] to the receiving 
of the truth in the love thereof, thro” his ; 
| miniſtry, to the praiſe and glory of God's 
grace. One remarkable a per I cannot 
omit, and that is, that being to preach in 
a church in a country village in Cambridge- 
L hire, and the people being gathered toge- 
ther in the charch-yard, a Cambricge ſcho- 
lar, and none of the ſobereſt of them nei- 
cher, enquired what that concourſe of peo- 
tan was for, (it being upon a week-day) 
oe being told that one Hun yan, a tinker, 
was to preach there, he gave a boy two- 
pence to hold his horſe, ſaying he was re- 
. Jolved to hear the tinker prate; And ſo 
be went into the church to hear him. Bur 


God met him there by his miniſtry, ſo that 


he came out much changed, and would, 
by his good will, hear none but the tinker 
for A long time after; he himſelf becoming 
a very eminent pr eacher in that county 
afterwards. This ſtory I know to be true, 
* having many times diſcourſed with the 
man:; "tad therefore I could not but ſet it 
down as a ſingular ary of the power 
of God that accompanied ws ESA 


Jon BUN TYAN. 

Bur a powerful miniſtry being the grea- 
teſl enemy to the devil's kingdom, as that 
which plucks his vaſſals out of the very 


jaws of hell, no wonder that he rallied all 


his force againſt Mr. Bunyan; for he hav- 


ing preached the goſpel about five years, 


Was apprehended at a meeting, and car- 


Tried before a juſtice of the peace, Who 


ſecurity would not confent to being bound 


mn 


after the way which they called hereſy. ſo 


people. At the ſeſſions he was indicted tor. 


Funyan was a man of a free and open ſpi- 
rit, and would not diflemble to fave him 


a meeting, and preaching to the people; 
and ths? Js was a diſſenter from the eſta- 
__ bliſhed worſhip, acknowledging, as the 


With them lor a confeſſion of che indiét- 


committed bim to priſon, tho? he offered 
ſecurity for his appearing at the next ſeſ- 
{tons :; bis. reaſon for it being becauſe his 


up that he ſhould preach no more to the 
an upholder and maintainer of unlawful 


aſlemblies and conventicles, and for not 
conforming to the church of Eng lang. Mr. 


ſelf, eſpecially in his maſter's cauſe, and 
therefore frankly owned hishaving been at 


apoſtle Pau! had done before him, That 
worſhipped he the God if his I athers. The 


Juſtices took this open and plain dealing 
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ent; and ſentenced him for a perpetual 
baniſhment becauſe he refuſed to conform 5 
in purſuance of an act made by the then 
Parliament. Upon which he was again 
committed to priſon; where, though his 
ſentence of baniſhment was never execu- 
ted upon him, yet he was kept in priſon 
for twelve years together, and bore chat 
{tedious impriſonment, in an uncomforta- 
ble aud cloſe priſon, and ſometimes under 
eruecl and oppreſſive gaolers, wich that 
| chriſtian patience and preſence of mind. 
as became a miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
| fach a cauſe as he v was engaged in, and 
ſuffered 3 
Bor tho' his enemies ſtirred up chereto 
were very many, yet they were withheld 
by a divine power from executing the ſen- 
| tence of his baniſhment: for God had 
other work for him to do in England: And 
then his bonds and impriſonment, through) 
the over-ruling providence of that God, 
| who is both wonderfal i in his counſel, and 
excellent in working, tending much to 
the furtherance of the goſpel; "and by his 
a here, he confirmed and ſealed 
the truth which before he had preached, 
Ix was by making him a viſit in priſon 
| that 1 fir ſt ſaw him and became acquainted 


with 


n ND 


""N 1 
by "I * 


with him; and I muft profeſs, that I could 
not but look upon him to be a man of an 
excellent ſpirit, zealous for his maſter”s | 
honour, and chearfully committing all his 
own concernments unto God's diſpoſal. 
When I was there, there were above ſixty 
diſſenters in the ſame priſon with him, who 
were taken but a little before that at a re- 
Iigious meeting at Kaim in Pedfo ofbire, * 
| beſides two eminent diſſenting miniſters, 
Mr. Wheeler and Mr. Dunn, which cauſte# 
the priſon to be much crouded; yet, in 
the midit of all that hurry. which ſo many 
 new-comers occaſioned, I have heard him 
both preach and pray, with ſuch a mighty. 
ſpirit of faith, and plethory of divine aſſiſ- 
tance, as have made me ſtand and wonder. 
Nor did he, while he was in priſon, ſpend 
his time in a ſupine and careleſs manner, 
nor eat the bread of idleneſs: for there 1 
have been witneſs, that his own hands have. 
miniſtred to his and his family's neceſſities; 
making many hundred groces of long tage 
ged e laces, to fill up the vacancies 
of his time, w hich he had learned for than 7 
purpoſe ſince he had been in priſon. I'S 
allo ſurveyed his library there, the leaſt, ? 
and yet the beſt, that ever I ſaw: co nſiſt- 
ing only of two books, the TY and the 
Books 
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Book of Martyrs. And during his j impri- 
| fonment he wrote ſeveral excellent and 
uſeful treatiſes; particularly, T he HolyCity, 
Chriſtian Behaviour The Reſurrection of the 
Dead, and Grace abounding to the Chief of 
dinner; with ſeveral others. 

I cannorT leave the ſubject of his im- 
priſonment. till T have given the reader a 
taſte of ſome of his experience there. He 
profeſſed he never had ſo great an inlet in 

all his life, into the word of God, as then. 
| Thoſe toy iptures that he ſaw nothing in 
before, were in priſon made to ſhine upon 
him. JcſusChriſt alſo was never more real 
and apparent to him than then: Fo there, 

faid-he, I have ſeen him and felt lum indecd. 
| And that word, 2 Pet. i. 16. Ve have not 
preached unto you e deviſed fables, | 
was a bleſſed word unto him there. He 
has ſometimes been to carried up above all 
fears and temptations, that he has been 
able to laugh at deſtruction, and to fear 
neither the horſe nor his rider. There it 

was that God gave Jim freet and precious 
ſights of the forgiveneſs of his fins, and of 
his being with Jens | in another world. 
Yea, here it Was, that he found, upon 


every temptation, that God ſtood by him, 
and rebuk ed the tempter. 


BuT 


=. ſome times be almoſt ready to break his 
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How notwithſtanding all this, he found 
he was a man compaſſed with infirmitiesz 
and that a concernment for his poor wife 
and children would now and then be thruſ⸗ 
ting in; the partin from whom would be 
to him like the pulling off the fleſh from 
his bones: for he was both a loving and 
tender huſband, and an indulgent father; 

perhaps ſomewhat to a fault; and the mas» 
ny miſeries, hardſhips, and wants, that 
luis poor family was like to meet withal, if 
he ſhould be taken from them, would of 
ten come into his mind, eſpecially his 
daughter, who was blind, which lay near- 
er his heart than all the reſt: And the 
thoughts of her enduring hardſhip would 


heart. But he found God gracious to him 
in this particular alſo, greatly ſupporting | 
him by theſe two ſcriptures, - Fer. xlix« © 
II. XV. 11. Leave thy fatherieſs chuaren,-T 
will preſerve them alive: And let thy widows * 
traſt in me. The Lord ſaid, V on it ſhall 
go well with thy Remnant. Verily I ul 


cauſe the enemy to reg Lee well in %% 
time of evil. 


Ar TER this bleſſed. man had luffered'? 
twelve years impriſonment, for the tcltivgy 
1 5 mony of a good conſcience, and Kopt the. 

7 mouthg | | 
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 _ ot his greateſt enemies, by nie ho- 
Iy, harmlels, and inoffenſive converſation, 
It pleaſed God to ſtir up the heart of Dr. 
Barlow, Biſhop of Lincoln, to be a means 
of his deliverance. Which I mention to 
this Biſhop's honour. After his being at 
liberty. he male it a great part of his bu⸗ 
finels- to viſit the ſtints of Gol abroad, 
paying his chriſtian acknorvicdgments to 
them, eſpecially ſuch whole- hearts God 
had drawn forth to ſupport him under his 
| ſufferings, preaching the Goſpel wherc-e- 
ver he came, and exhorting all not to be 
afraid or aſhamed of taking up the croſs 
of Chriſt, or to forſake tlie aſſembling of 
chemſclves together, though the laws were 
againſt it, as Knowing that God ought to 
be obeyed before man. And for ſuch as 
were under ſufferings upon that ſcore, he 
made it his particular care to get and ſend 
relief to them. He alſo took great care to 
viſit the ck, and to ſupport chem, both 


externally and internally, according ta 


their wants, and his ability. And God fo 
E bleſſed his miniſtry, and accompanied it 
wich his ſpecial preſence, that many ſouls 
were brought to the acknowledgment of 
_ rut, as it is in Jeſus, 5 
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ceeſter in 1645, he was drawn out to ſtand 


1 from the hard perſecutions that had lo long 
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Joun BUNYAN. 3 N 


Hx was alſo very ready and ſucceſsful in 
reconciling. the differences that were a- 
mong God's people, where-ever he found 
them; and by that means often ſaved ma- 

ny families from ruin; being an ambaſſa- 
dor of peace in every refpect. _ "2 

Hz would frequently look back upon 
former © iverances, and bleſſed God; of 
which ſome were exceedingly remarkable; f 
and none more ſo than that which Lam 
now going to relate. Being a ſoldier in 
the Parliament” s army, at the ſiege of Lei- 


centinel, but another ſoldier voluntarily 
däeſired to go in his room; which Mr, 
HFBunyan conſenting to, he went; and as 
he ſtood centinel there: was ſhot into the 
head with a muſket-bullet, and died. 
_ This was a deliverance that Mr. Bunyan” 
would often mention, bur never withour | 
. "thankſgiving to God. | 
_ Hr was a man of a piercing judgment, 2 
and had a great inſight into things; as ap- 
peared when liberty of conſcience was ſo 
unexpectedly given by King James IT. to 
diſſenters of all perſuaſions. He ſaw it was 


not out of kindneſs to diſſenters that they 3 


were ſo ſuddenly ſet at liberty, and freed 


in 2 
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ged. that liberty of conſcience was good, 
and was every man's birth-right, by a di- 
vine charter; but he could not believe it 


| was then given out of a good end; and 
that the bi ight ſunſhine oft 0 preſent ber- 


ty, was but to introduce a black cloud of 


| flavery upon us, when once the deſigns 
then laying were ripe for execution; and | 
' therefore exhorted his congregation at 


Bedford, and others allo, to make uſe of 


the Nine vites remedy to avert the ampendy 


ing ſtorm. 


Ar was his conflant 8 * he Ne 


had his liberty, to come up once a- year to 


London, and to preach in ſeveral places 
there, but more particularly i in Southwark | 
near the Falcon; and his labours met with 


a generalaccceptance fromall his auditors, 


And from London he uſed to ride his cir- - 
euit in the country, viſiting the ſaints, and 4 


- ftrengthening their hands, in the ways of 
God. In his family he kept up a daily and 
- conſtant courſe of prayer, reading, and 


exhortation; inſtructing his children, N 2 
exhorting them to walk in the waysof 16 5 ? 
for. | 


He had the bleſſing that Agur prayec 


_- Neither poverty nor riches; but God al- 4 


Ap gave him food convenient. Tonce 
| 2 99 told 
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Jain re upon them. He acknowled- 0 


? = bim of a gentleman in So. Ph | 
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might be a great means to advance him: 


[ N gentleman who was his neighbour, having 


Fired Mr. Bunyan to make up the breach 


5 [sſtancy and patience, reſigning himſelf up 
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wealthy citizen, that would take his ſon 
| Joſeph apprentice without money, which 


But he replied to me, God did not ſend _ 
him to advance his family, but to preach 


i the Goſpel. The laſt act of his life was a 
labour 0 love and charity: For a young 


fallen; into the diſpleaſure of his father, de. _ 


between them, which he happily effected. 
But in his return to London, being over- .-| 
taken with exceſſive rains, and coming to 
his lodgings very wet, he fell ſick of a vio- 


dent fever, which he bore with much con- 


to the will of God, and deſiring to be dif> + 
ſolved, that he micht be with Chriſt; and 
looking g upon life as a delay of that bleſſed- Bo 
neſs which his ſoul was aſpiring unto, and 
thirſting after. And in this holy, longing 


frame of ſpirit, after a ſickneſs of ten days, - 


he breathed ont his foul into the hands o, 
his bleſſed : Redeèemer following his happy 72375 
Ten from the city 1 e Wo uy 
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